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some other gentlemen. They had gone but a few yards
before Mr Cowland put his arm round the woman's
neck; on which Sir Andrew desired he would desist, as
she was his wife. Cowland, knowing that Sir Andrew
was married to a woman of honour, gave him the lie, and
swords were drawn on both sides; but some gentlemen
coming up at this juncture, no immediate ill consequences
ensued.
They all now agreed to adjourn to the Rose Tavern,
and Captain Waggett having there used his utmost en-
deavours to reconcile the offended parties, it appeared that
his mediation was attended with success ; but as they were
going upstairs to drink a glass of wine, Mr Cowland drew
his sword and stabbed Sir Andrew in the belly, who, finding
himself wounded, cried out " Murder! "
Hereupon one of Lord Warwick's servants and two
other persons who were in the house ran up and disarmed
Cowland of his sword, which was bloody to the depth
of five inches, and took him into custody. Cowland now
desired to see Sir Andrew, which being granted, he jumped
down the stairs and endeavoured to make his escape, but
being pursued he was easily retaken.
He was instantly conducted before a Justice of the
Peace, who committed him; and on the 5th of December,
1700, he was tried at the Old Bailey on three indict-
ments : the first at common law, the second on the statute
of stabbing, and the third on the coroner's inquest for the
murder.
The facts above mentioned were fully proved on the trial,
and among other things it was deposed that the deceased had
possessed an estate of twenty thousand pounds a year, that
his family became extinct by his death, and that he had been
a gentleman of great good nature, and by no means disposed
to quarrel.
Mr Cowland being found guilty on the clearest evidence
received sentence of death, and, though great efforts were
made to obtain a pardon for him, he was executed at Tyburn,
on the 2oth of December, 1700.